Simple multiplex real-time PCR for rapid detection of common 16S rRNA methyltransferase genes.
We have developed a real-time multiplex PCR assay to detect the three most common 16S rRNA methyltransferase genes (armA, rmtB and rmtC), which encode problematic high-level resistance to all clinically-relevant aminoglycoside antibiotics. All results were consistent with published conventional PCR assays and these genes still appear rare in Australia.